
A Quickstart Guide for Using Nearpod 
Tools in your English Classes



Tools for facilitating speaking 
activities 

Tools for teaching 
grammar/vocabulary 

Learn how to use nearpod to check 
homework and other honorable 

mentions for increasing interactivity 

Speaking

Speaking

Speaking

Grammar/Vocabulary/
Writing

Homework and other

Tools for integrating  the 
textbook with nearpod

Textbook/Reading 
Activities
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How to use this tutorial

Use the navigation bar at the 
top to go to specific areas of 
the PDF

Name of activity and where to 
find it on Nearpod can be seen 
on the left side. 

Explanation of how to 
integrate the activity in class 
is written in the box on the 
right side.
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Speaking 
activities

Textbook Reading 
activities 

Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

#


Thanks to Todd Beuckens for these great screencast 
videos on how to get started using each function.

Please read further for more specific ways to utilize 
each function for speaking, textbook, reading, 
grammar, writing, vocabulary activities and more! 

Historia

Speaking 
activities

Textbook Reading 
activities 

Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

● What is Nearpod? Overview and Demo
● How to create an account
● How to make your first Nearpod Lesson
● How to launch your Nearpod lesson
● How to add a quiz to your lesson 
● How to make an open-ended answer
● How to make a gap-fill
● How to make a poll
● How to use the Draw it! Function
● How to make a Collaboration board
● How to make a matching game 

HistoriaInstructional Videos 

#
https://elllo.teachable.com/courses/938830/lectures/17362367
https://elllo.teachable.com/courses/938830/lectures/17361495
https://elllo.teachable.com/courses/938830/lectures/17361573
https://elllo.teachable.com/courses/938830/lectures/17361591
https://elllo.teachable.com/courses/938830/lectures/17361596
https://elllo.teachable.com/courses/938830/lectures/17361598
https://elllo.teachable.com/courses/938830/lectures/17361681
https://elllo.teachable.com/courses/938830/lectures/17361682
https://elllo.teachable.com/courses/938830/lectures/17361700
https://elllo.teachable.com/courses/938830/lectures/17361746
https://elllo.teachable.com/courses/938830/lectures/17361763


Tools to facilitate discussions 

Speaking Activities

01.

Speaking 
activities

Textbook Reading 
activities 

Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

#


Using the Slideshow 
feature for speaking

Historia
Add PPT slides directly into your nearpod. This is great for scaffolding 
multiple speaking practice topics without requiring students to return to 
the mainroom (if you are teaching online) to change topics.

Speaking 
activities

Textbook Reading 
activities 

Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Adding slides

#
#


Using the 
Collaboration Board

Historia

● Discussions: Students share their opinions with the whole class 

(students names are anonymous - can be toggled off)

● Create a Collaborate! parking lot for questions and comments during a 

presentation or lesson. Students can post throughout the lesson.

● Have students create and share success criteria for assignments or 

tasks.

● Create a thank you, greeting, or honor board to share with another 

class or with a specific person or group.

● Exit Ticket: Before class ends, allow students to share what they 

learned--great for new grammar points, etc - Example: “Make a 

sentence using a gerund as the subject

Speaking 
activities

Textbook Reading 
activities 

Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Fostering Communication



Speaking 
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Textbook Reading 
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Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Using the Collaboration Board to foster communication continued...

#
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Using the Collaboration Board to foster communication continued... 

#
#
#
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Using the 
Collaboration Board

Historia
● Create a Think-Pair-Share board. Set a timer. Think, ding. Discuss, ding. 

Then POST! This is great for starting out a new unit or new topic.

● Give students choices and a chance to vote. Ask a question then solicit 

a response. Have students vote on their preference. Sort by “likes” and 

you have your answer!

● Create a board in response to peer presentations (might want to 

approve these first!). Create a Collaborate! slide for each presentation 

and have students provide peer review during and after the 

presentations.
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activities

Textbook Reading 
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Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Collaborate together
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Using the Collaboration Board to foster collaboration continued... 
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Speaking 
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Using the Collaboration Board to foster collaboration continued... 
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Using the 
Collaboration Board

Historia
● What will happen? Have students make predictions before reading a story, solving a 

problem, performing an experiment, etc.

● What Would You Do? Present a situation to the students and have them post on what they 

what they would do in the same situation.

● Reflection – Have students answer,  “What do you think about,” or “Why is this the best 

way?” and provide support in their responses.

● Paraphrasing - Say it differently – Post a phrase as the title and students must repost the 

phrase, but in an entirely different way! This is great for allowing students to practice 

paraphrasing. Also, they can see all of their classmate responses! Vote on the best 

paraphrase to add some competition.

● Ask the Expert – Have students craft questions to ask a character from a story used in 

class or a person from the textbook. This is a great tool to use for GOAL lectures! The day 

before the goal lecture, have students brainstorm some questions they want to ask the 

presenter. 

Speaking 
activities

Textbook Reading 
activities 

Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Critical Thinking 

#
#
#
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Pronunciation 
practice

Historia
● Want your students to practice increasing their speaking speed, fluency, or 

pronunciation? Make an open-ended question activity and  enable the student 

audio recording feature.
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Tools to improve using the textbook in class 

Textbook/Reading 
activities 

02.
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activities 
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Using Matching Pairs 

Historia

Step 1:
Go to https://www.er-central.com/text-helper/
(follow steps on next slide)

Step 2: 
Make the definition matching cards on nearpod 
using the "matching pairs" feature.

Speaking 
activities

Textbook Reading 
activities 

Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Pre-reading vocabulary

https://www.er-central.com/text-helper/
#
#
#
#


Historia
Go to https://www.er-central.com/text-helper/, copy the text into the box, select the 
language and level, click get meanings, and identify words that you think students may 
need to know in order to better understand the reading. (Other languages are available to 
support our Korean, Chinese, or other international students) 

Speaking 
activities

Textbook Reading 
activities 

Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Pre-reading vocabulary:  Step 1

#


Historia
Make the definition matching cards on nearpod 
using the "matching pairs" feature.
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Textbook Reading 
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Grammar 
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Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Pre-reading vocabulary:  Step 2
Using Matching Pairs 

#
#


Pace readings paragraph by 
paragraph with integrated 

post-reading activities

Historia

1. Copy and paste the reading into a slide paragraph by 
paragraph.

2. Integrate textbook reading activities after each paragraph 
using the quiz function. 

*This can help keep students on task when doing an online 
reading. 
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Textbook Reading 
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Grammar 
activities
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Paced readings as a class

#
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Using the Draw it function 
for drawing or matching 

activities 

Historia

Take a screenshot of the textbook activity. Upload it as the 
background. Add a timer and have students complete the task. 
** From the nearpod teacher view, you can view what each 
student is drawing and how they are participating. Handy!

Speaking 
activities

Textbook Reading 
activities 

Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Answering questions from the textbook

#


Using the quiz function to 
check answers from the 

textbook questions

Historia

Check the textbook questions with the quiz function. Put 
students into breakout rooms and have them work together to 
input their answers. From the teacher screen watch student 
progress and join their rooms if they need help. 
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Textbook Reading 
activities 

Grammar 
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Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Answering questions from the textbook
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Make your lecture videos 
interactive using the 

interactive video function

Historia
In the physical classroom, we usually pause and ask questions at key moments during a 

video. With this Nearpod function, you can pre-determine these checks for understanding, 

even during asynchronous instruction, and every student has the opportunity to respond on 

their device. Upload a video of yourself teaching, upload the lecture from the textbook, or 

find a youtube video and add stop points to add questions to check for comprehension. 

Other features: adjust playback speed or trim the video to make it shorter.
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Textbook Reading 
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Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Interactive Videos
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Tools to help practice and review grammar points

Grammar activities

03.
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Grammar 
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Using the Draw it function 
for labeling parts of speech 

Historia

Take a screenshot of a sentence from a word document. Upload 
it as a background and have students label parts of the 
sentence with different colored lines. 

Speaking 
activities

Textbook Reading 
activities 

Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Grammar - POS

#
#


Using the gap-fill function 
to practice grammar points

Historia

Example: Write a sentence in active voice, then write it again in 
passive voice.  Click on all the words for the second sentence 
and it will appear as a word bank. Students then have to put the 
words in the correct order. 
Note: This function can work for any type of sentence reordering 
or different grammar point. 

Speaking 
activities

Textbook Reading 
activities 

Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Grammar - passive/active voice and more

#


Using the collaboration 
board to practice new 

grammar points 

Historia
After teaching students a new grammar point, have students make original 

sentences on a collaboration board. This way the can share their ideas with 

everyone and also see what their classmates created--can be anonymous as 

well to avoid students feeling bad about making mistakes.
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Textbook Reading 
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Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Practice and share sentences



Writing and Vocabulary 
Activities 

04.
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Grammar 
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Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other
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Paraphrasing with the 
Draw it and Collaborate 

function 

Historia
1. Take a screenshot of a sentence you want students to paraphrase and upload it as 

the background for a draw it slide. Have students identify words that can be changed.

2. In pairs/groups, have students look for suitable synonyms and try paraphrasing the 

sentence on a collaboration board with the whole class. 

Speaking 
activities

Textbook Reading 
activities 

Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Practice and share paraphrases



Learning vocabulary with 
matching pairs, quizzes, 

gap-fills, and open-ended 
questions

Historia
1. As mentioned in slide 17, you can make a matching card activity with the matching 

function--this is great for vocabulary definition review. 

2. Uses open-ended questions is great for student to make their own vocab gap-fill 

question to quiz the class. 

3. Make paragraph or sentence gap-fills using the fill-in-the blank activity.

4. Use the quiz function to make vocabulary review questions.
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Textbook Reading 
activities 

Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Receptive and Productive Vocab Activities



Checking or Assigning 
Homework 

05.
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Check homework 
questions using the polls, 
quizzes, or time-to-climb 

game features 

Historia
1. Quickly and easily have students check their HW in pairs or groups through inputting 

hw questions and answers using the quiz function. After students submit answers, 

click on share results (red button) and check answers together as a class.

2.  For a fun review game, convert your quiz into a time-to-climb game which is a 

competitive kahoot like activity with the whole class. 

3. A poll can be used to quickly check an answer or get student feedback anonymously. 
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Textbook Reading 
activities 

Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Checking Homework 



Assigning student-paced 
assignments on nearpod 

Historia
If students are about to enter a long break and you want them to do some work that you 
can monitor, try making a lesson into a student-paced assignment. This way, students 
can check their answers without requiring the teacher to hit the “share” button. Useful 
for using during class in breakout rooms for HW assignments with a lot of questions or 
when students are on a long break. 

How to: When you go to your nearpod, click on launch student-paced lesson. To avoid 
students skipping, you can toggle that on. You can also check student progress.
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Textbook Reading 
activities 

Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary

Homework Other

Assigning HW using the student-paced feature



Other uses, tips and 
tricks

06.
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Adding slides during an 
active nearpod lesson

Historia
Oops! You are halfway through your lesson and you realized you forgot to add an important 
slide or question. Simply click on the add activity on the top right toolbar from the 
teacher view and there you go--saved! 
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Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Trouble DURING a nearpod lesson



Informing future 
instruction with the 

engagement report feature 

Historia
Sometimes during an online lesson it is difficult to address every problem you see in the 
classroom. However, there is a nice feature on nearpod where you can download student 
participation in class. Use this to check for any issues in student understanding or your 
own teaching.

How to: From your nearpod homepage, click on the three dots, and then reports. A page 
will show all of student engagement details for each activity used in the lesson.   
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Textbook Reading 
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Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

Download post-lesson engagement reports



*This option is only 
included with the GOLD 

membership 

Step 1: Download the Add-on from the Google Workspace Marketplace.

Step 2: Go to a Google Slides presentation from your drive.

Step 3: Click on Add-ons on the top menu bar, hover over Nearpod, and click   "Open Nearpod" to use the add-on.
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Textbook Reading 
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Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

 Connecting to Google Slides 

#
https://workspace.google.com/marketplace/app/nearpod/501359647293


*This option is only 
included with the 
GOLD membership

Step 1: In google slides, go to your presentation of choice

Step 2: Open the Nearpod Add-on

Step 3: Confirm that you’d like to edit your lesson

Step 4: Go to the slide that you’d like to edit

Step 5: If the slide is a Nearpod activity or feature, click “Edit this slide” and begin editing
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Textbook Reading 
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Grammar 
activities

Writing and 
Vocabulary Homework Other

 Connecting to Google Slides cont... 
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